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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT DECISION TO CLOSE DOWN 
OPFICIAL US ACTIVITIES IN ETHIOPIA 

1. THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT (EPMG) HAS INFORMED EMBASSY 
ADDIS ABABA THAT ALL ACTIVITIES OP USMAAG, USIS, KAGNEW 
STATION, AMCONGEN ASMARA, AND NAVAL MEDICAL RESEARCH UNIT 
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(NAMRU), IN ETHIOPIA MUST BE TERMINATED AS OF 4:00 P.M. 

ADDIS TIME APRIL 23 AND THAT THE REPATRIATION OF ALL AMCITS 
INVOLVED IN THOSE ACTIVITIES MUST BE COMPLETED FOUR DAYS 
THEREAFTER. WE HAVE INSTRUCTED OUR EMBASSY TO SEEK AN EX- 
TENSION OF THE TIME LIMIT, ALTHOUGH AT LAST REPORT EMBASSY 
ADDIS ABABA HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN MAKING CONTACT WITH 
EPMG. SPECIAL BROADCAST ON ADDIS ABABA RADIO EVENING APRIL 
23 ANNOUNCED THESE DECISIONS IN CONTEXT GENERAL STATEMENT 
CITING "IMPERIALIST" NATIONS WORKING AGAINST BEST INTERESTS 
OF ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION, MAKING REFERENCE TO CHILE, AND 
TERMING NAMRU, USIS, MAAG AND KAGNEW AS "COVER-UPS' FOR 
"OTHER ACTIVITIES." 

2. THE EPMG HAS NOT CITED IN NOTES 

ANY REASON FOR TERMINATING THESE ACTIVITIES. THERE IS OF 

COURSE NO TRUTH TO THE RADIO CHARGES THAT THE ENTITIES 
CONCERNED WERE ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION:NAMRU WAS ENGAGED IN MEDICAL 
RESEARCH OF BENEFIT TO THE PEOPLE OF ETHIOPIA, USIS IN 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES PREVIOUSLY DEEMED BY BOTH THE US 
AND ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENTS TO BE OF MUTUAL BENEFIT TO OUR 
TWO PEOPLES, MAAG WAS ENGAGED IN PROVIDING ADVICE AND 
PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE TO THE ETHIOPIAN MILITARY, KAGNEW 
WAS PROVIDING BACK-UP NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS TOTALLY UN- 
CONNECTED WITH ETHIOPIA, AND THE CONSULATE GENERAL IN 
ASMARA WAS ENGAGED IN NORMAL CONSULAR FUNCTIONS. 

3. WE DEEPLY REGRET THAT THE EPMG HAS TAKEN SUCH DRASTIC 
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STEPS TO REDUCE OUR ACTIVITIES. IT IS, OF COURSE, COMMON 
KNOWLEDGE THAT OUR RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA HAVE DETERI- 
ORATED IN RECENT YEARS DESPITE OUR EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN 
THEM. THE IMMEDIATE PRETEXT MOTIVATING THE EPMG TO THESE 
DECISIONS MAY HAVE BEEN OUR RECENT NOTE TO EPMG THAT, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A WORLDWIDE REDUCTION OF OUR MAAG STAFFS 
REQUIRED BY CONGRESS, WE PLANNED TO REDUCE OUR MAAG IN 
ETHIOPIA BY ABOUT HALF. WE ALSO INFORMED THE EPMG LAST 
WEEK THAT TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS HAD MADE IT UNNECES- 
SARY FOR US TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE KAGNEW STATION AND WE 
HAD ACCORDINGLY REQUESTED THAT NEGOTIATIONS BE COMMENCED 
LEADING TO AN ORDERLY WITHDRAWAL OF OUR PERSONNEL AND 
EQUIPMENT FROM THAT FACILITY IN ADVANCE OF THE SEPTEMBER 
1977 TERMINATION DATE OF THE PRESENT CONTRACTUAL ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

4. WE DO NOT CONTEST THE RIGHT OF THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERN- 
MENT TO TERMINATE THESE ACTIVITIES FOR WHATEVER REASON 
AND ARE NOT ASKING THAT THEY RESCIND THEIR DECISION IN 
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THAT RESPECT. WE DO FEET.. HOWEVER, THAT IT IS UNREASON- 
ABLE FOR THIS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED IN FOUR DAYS. 

5. WE WILL ALSO STRESS TO THE EPMG THE NEED TO GUARANTEE 
THE SAFETY,BOTH OF THOSE AMCITS AFFECTED BY THEIR DECI- 
SIONS AND OTHER AMCITS RESIDENT IN ETHIOPIA, WHICH COULD BE 
ENDANGERED BY STAMPEDE EFFECT OF OVERLY HASTY DEPARTURE. 
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